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ADDRESS BY AMBASSADOR FRANCISCO PAPARONI, CHAIR OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES AT THE INAUGURAL SESSION OF THE TWENTY-NINTH ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES
OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN

(Washington, D.C., November 16, 1998)

Dr. Cristina Muñoz, President of the Inter-American Commission of Women; Dr. César Gaviria, Secretary General of the Organization of American States; Ambassador Christopher Thomas, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States; ambassadors; delegates to the Inter-American Commission of Women; advisors Emeritus, the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women, ladies and gentlemen:

First let me say that, as Chair of the Permanent Council, I feel honored to participate in the inaugural session of this Assembly that has been called upon to discuss issues of great importance for women in the Americas.  As this is, moreover, my first opportunity to address you, may I say how much I admire the work carried out by the Commission in defense of women’s rights since its creation seventy years ago.  I wish you every success with regard to the objectives you have set yourselves for this Assembly and in all future CIM endeavors.


Second, there could be no better context to express the pride I feel, as a Venezuelan, for the contributions my country has made in putting into effect policies and measures on behalf of women, internationally, as well as within Venezuela.  It supported the CIM at a key moment:  when there was talk of writing an Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of  Violence against Women.  It was in Caracas, my country’s capital, that women experts from all over the Hemisphere held a historic meeting which produced a first preliminary draft of what–after a brief consultation process with governments–turned out to be the first convention in the world on violence against women, now known as the “Convention of Belém do Pará.”


This international legal norm, submitted to member states by the CIM and adopted by the General Assembly of the OAS in 1994, has provided the basic framework for attempts to encourage the enactment of specific laws on the subject and to help countries comply with its principles, that have much to do with protection of women’s rights.  The fact that 28 member states of the OAS have ratified this Convention confirms its importance, as well as the interest shown in this Hemisphere in supporting this initiative that the CIM was fortunately able to bring to fruition.


By proposing various actions plans, the CIM has also facilitated the preparation and implementation of national Plans and Programs for Women, with a built-in gender perspective.  Without such regional instruments, created by consensus, the process would have been less uniform, slower, and less effective.


In my country, major progress has been made in the advancement of women.  Government initiatives have been able to count on the fiery spirit of Venezuelan women which has won them very high levels of access in all spheres of national life.  Today, for instance, more women than men are enrolled at every level of the educational system.  In higher education, women account for 60 percent of college graduates, and only in two subjects–pure mathematics and physics–are there slightly more men enrolled than women, a situation that might not last much longer.  Women head the Labor, Youth, and Development Ministries, the Chamber of Deputies in the National Congress, the Supreme Court of Justice, and the Magistrates’ Council.  In the upcoming December elections, for the first time in Venezuelan history, one of the candidates is a woman.  In short, the contribution that Venezuelan women make to the economic, social, political, and cultural development of the country is obvious in all walks of life, and bodes well for the future.


As the heads of state and governments said at the Santiago Summit, “Equal rights and opportunities between men and women and the objective of ensuring active participation of women in all areas of national endeavor are priority tasks.”  The Permanent Council of the OAS also attaches great importance to this objective and for that reason set up a coordinating unit on the status of women in the Americas to provide support for the CIM’s work and the activities it undertakes to attain that objective.  We hope to work very closely with the Inter-American Commission of Women in attempting jointly to coordinate all the work being done in the inter-American system in this area.


Fortunately, the person in charge of this coordination is one of the leading representatives in the OAS, Ambassador Beatriz M. Ramacciotti.  We must continue to be united and committed to our common interest in the advancement of women and of society as a whole.  The CIM’s role as guide, coordinator, and focal point has contributed, and will continue to contribute, to the development of policies and strategies designed to boost women’s definitive incorporation into the development process in the century about to begin.  Delegates to the Assembly:  I am sure that over the next few days you will be making important contributions to the fulfillment of the CIM’s objectives.  You can rely on our support and encouragement in that noble task and we wish you every success in your deliberations.


Thank you very much.

ADdoc-55.ing

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CIM00472E05�








